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*No. 149 DANGER ZONE 
The Red Devils dropped out of the fiery sky—into the 
inferno of battle 


* No. 1550 GAUNTLET OF FIRE 
He wore the label of cowardice as if it were a 
badge of courage 


*No. 151 THEY SHALL NOT PASS 
With the enemy standing at the gateway to India 
a great cry of defiance rang out .. . 


* No. 152 CLOSE SUPPORT 
There is but one enemy to defeat—one Victory to 
win ! 
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Lost Commando 


Chapter 1. Violent Night 








WHEN THE EUROPEAN WAR FINISHED IN 1945, THE 
MEN OF THE ALLIED ARMIES IN ITALY WERE GRANTED, 

AMONTHS LEAVE NEARLY ALL. HEADED FOR 

BRITAIN AND HOM! ANT BILL 

SRE HAD A TWO-VEAR-OLD PROBLEM TO 

SOLVE. HE HEADED SOUTH... 


THANKS FOR 
THE RIDE, 


‘THAT. PROBLEM HAD NAGGED AT HIM 
ance THE DAY IN 1943 WHEN NINETY 

IP HAD FAILED ON AVITAL. 
OPERATION, THAT FAILURE. HAD SOURED 
THE TROOP'AND THE OPERATION HAD 
BEEN THEIR LAST. 


Tey eae Beet DISBANDED AND HAD GONE ONTO OTHER BATTLES AS. 


E TROOP HAD CEASED EXIBT-AND SO HAD A LO! OT OF. 
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“THE MEMORIES OF THAT BITTER NIGHT RUSHED IN ON SERGEANT BILL SHAW, 
HE REMEMBERED. WITH EXTRA VIVIONESS, COLONEL RANKIN, FOR WHOSE 
SAKE SHAW HAD RETURNED... a 
















COLONEL RANKIN SMAGHED THE REPUTATION 
0 00( GH OUR COMMANDS TROOPS AND He 
OWN REPUTATION , TOO. BUT THERE WAS 
SOMETHING ODD ABOUT ITALL, 
Bout TINE NOT QUITE GMT. 








COLONEL RANKIN WAS THE FIERY LEADER WHO HAD BROUGHT THEM 
SUCCESSFULLY THROUGH FIFTY ACTIONS. THE. ARMY HAD CONDEMNED: 





I XNEW COLONEL 

ff anes | HE was: 

(i) NEVER ANY OF THE 
THINGS. THEY CALLED 

A HIM ! SOMETHING: 
HAPPENED HERE THAT 





THE ASSAULT 
CRAFT WERE 
BEING LOWERED 
INTO THE WATER. | 
CORPORAL TIM 
FRASER, WHO 
WAS TO' DIE 
VIOLENTLY 
THAT NIGHT, 
SPOKE AGAIN... 
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THE COILS OF TIME UNWOUND AS SERGEANT BILL 
SHAW SAT BROODING ON THAT SICILIAN HILL TOP... 


ALL QUIET, BILL. 
IF_THE JERRIES 
ARE THERE, THEY 
CAN'T. HAVE SEEN 


THEY'LL 
BE THERE” 
THEY'VE TAKEN. 
OVER FROM THE 
EYTIES ALL 
ALONG THIS: 
COAST. 
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DARKNESS SHROUDED THE ASSAULT LANDING SHIP 

AS SHE LOWERED HER SMALL CRAFT, QUIETLY, - 
AND WITH PERFECT DISCIPLI 

DROPPED INTO THEIR PLACES 


; f f 


ATTACHED MYSELF, 
TO 'A' COMPANY.” 
> 





Lost Co: 
CAPTAIN JACK PURTON, IN WARY “THE COLONEL'S COMING WITH 
COMMAND OF "A* COMPANY, RW \ Y ‘THE OTHER COMPANIES , JACK, 
ADMIRED AND RESPECTED FSS 
iL’ RANKIN, AS DIO 
[IN OF THE 


RGET~ 
a 


LAUGHING QU! RELISHING THE GRIM WORK 
AHEAD, THE OFFICERS JOINED THEIR COMPANI 
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‘THE ASSAULT CRAFT CARRYING"A" COMPANY. LEFT THE 
PARENT SHIP, FORMED_UP AND HEADED FOR THE 
BEACH. EYES STRAINED TO PICK UP THE SINGLE RED 
HAT ILO GUIDE THEM IN. 
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BUT THE NIGHT BROODED ON IN DARKNESS AND SILENCE 
SAVE FOR THE LAP OF THE WAVES AND THE RASPING 
BREATH OF THE MEN AS THEY L FROM THE 
ASSAULT CRAFT AND RACED UP THE BEACH. 


CORPORAL 
FRASER-TAKE 
YOUR POINT, 
PARTY OUT, 
‘SHARPIGH / 


LIEUTENANTS LANCE CROCKER AND HARRY KLINE 
HUDDLED WITH CAPTAIN JACK PURTON ON THE EOGE 
OF THE BEACH. ALL AROUND THE NIGHT BREATHEO 
SOFTLY AND QUIETLY~ AND THEN... 


SOMEONE'S 
CATCHING IT / 
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WaReRR JUST BEYOND 
Me TAZA THOSE TREES. 


F 
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WITH ENEMY BULLETS FLYING VICIOUSLY ALL ROUND HIM, SERGEANT SHAW 
MADE A OAGH UP THE HILL . 


THE SERGEANT'S GRENADE LOBBED 45> 
IN WITH DEADLY ACCUI = 











THEIR MEN IN WITH A WILO RUSH 





MOVING WITH DESPERATE URGENCY, 
THE COMMANDOS ROLLED UP THE 
GERMAN OEFENCE LIKE A PIECE OF 
LINOLEUM... 
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HARD ON THE BLAST, CROCKER AND SHAW TOOK A“ 

















BUT THE LIEUTENANT'S OPTIMISM 
WAS MISPLACED. THEY HAD ONLY 
GONE A FEW STEPS, WHEN A Hail, 
SPLATTERED. THEN Se WITH EARTH. 
THEN CAME THE DEEP 

BARE OF A HEAVIER, GUN. 





EW THAT. 
Wis 100 C.ose 
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A*COMPANY RETURNED THE FIRE BUT THE 
GERMANS WERE WELL, OUG-IN AND MADE 
DIFFICULT TARGETS. 






Looks X 
LIKE THEY'RE 
HULL DOWN. 
ON OUR LINE 


‘OF ADVANCE, 
KLINE / 


SIR, OR THE 
WHOLE OPERATION |yamd 
WILL BE A FLOP! 





s] if MIGHT MEAN THE LIVES OF TWO OF HIS. 
BEST MEN, BUT CAPTAIN PURTON KNEW IT 
#AUST TAKE. 


Way ROUND THE 
JERRIES' POSITION 
=OR EVEN TQ 
SILENCE IT, IF 
THEY CAN / 


IF YOU CAN 
GET THEM WITH 
A COUPLE OF 

GRENADES~ WE'LL 
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CROCKER AND SHAW CRAWLED AWAY 4 
FROM THE SOveny UNCGS A CURTAIN 


vy 





BUT THEY HAD ONLY GONE A FEW THEY HAD FOLLOWED THE DIM 
YARDS WHEN THEY SAW THE FIGURES FOR ABOUT A HUNDRED 
TAIL-END OF A PATROL... YARDS, WHEN. 





SERGI 
THERE'S SOME 


MEN JUST IN 
FRONT OF US—~ 
‘MUST BE JERRIES! 
LeT's FOLLOW 
THEM~THEY 
MIGHT LEAD US 
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THEY BREATHED AGAIN AS THEY RAN ‘AT THAT MOMENT, THE COLONEL 
OVER TO THE COMMANDI CAME BACK WITH THE REST OF 
HS SMALL PATROL ... 


\ hie 





CROCKER Y THEY'RE PINNED 
WHat Age DOWN, SIR. THE 
YOU _ DOING CAPTAIN SENT US 
LEADER, Hees 2 wars | CLT TO TRY ANO, 
NED TO 
‘TROOPER Psat oe 
AND CAPTAIN 





COLONEL. 
RANKIN, 
Sik 





COLONEL RANKIN HAD BEEN BROUGHT UP IN POVERTY AS AN ORPHAN AND 
HAD FOUGHT FOR EVERYTHING HE EVER HAO IN LIFE. HE BELIEVED 
THAT A COMMANDO SHOULD FIGHT THE SAME WAY. IF IT HAD NOTHING, 
THEN If MUST TAKE WHAT IT NEEDED. 
RIGHT! THIS IS WHAT WE'LL DO,’ “IT MAKES SENSE / 

WAL WE'LL LEAVE PURTON TO TIE UP BUT CAN WE DOIT— 

RN. THE JERRIES — WWLE WE GO SO FEW OF USD 

AFTER THE GUNS { 
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WITHOUT MORE ADO, RANKIN GENT A RUNNER TO CAPTAIN PURTON AND LED HIS: 
MEN INLAND. BUT THEY HAD NOT GONE FAR WH 


THAT'S : 
RIGHT,cCORPORAL! 
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Chapter 2. Vanished Without Trace 


CAUGHT UP IN THE FIERCE ENTHUSIASM GENERATED GY COLONEL RANKIN, THE 
COMMANDOS STRODE OUT. BUT THE ENEMY DEFENCES WERE IN 








SPOT THE 
BLIGHTER ?* 








THE BREN SQUIRTED SAVAGELY IN ANSWER r 

BUT STILL THE ENEMY MACHINE GUN «| | CALM AS EVER AND THE MEN 

CLATTERED SPITEFULLY. (OOK HEART. 
Zz = 


COLONEL RANKIN WAS AS DEADLY 
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WHILE THE COMMANDOS ENGAGED THE 
ATTENTION OF THE GERMANS WITH 
WENT FORWARD ALONE. HE SOON 
FOUND THE ENEMY STRONGPOINT... 


Zz 





SHAW KNEW IT WOULD ONLY RE SECONDS BEFORE 








EW SAW HIM, HE COULD NOT AFFORD TO MISS... 


Zizi 
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THE APPROVING SMILE THATSPLIT COLONEL 
CRAGGY FACE AS THE COMMANDOS 
Si NT SHAW. TH 


THAT VILLA'S SMACK 
ACROSS OUR LINE 
NCE AND 


Reni 7. LANCE, 
YOU AND E WILL TAKE 
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MEANWHILE, THE DEFENDERS OF THAT STRETCH OF COAST HAD BEEN 
THOROUGHLY AROUSED. PANZERS HAD ALREADY BEEN CALLED INTO ACTION 
TO CHALLENGE THE PENETRATION OF "A" COMPANY. 


> JA} YOU. 


HI o 
ENGLANDER. a FLUSH THEM 
KOMMANDOS NO 


ARE IN FOR 
MORE TROUBLE 
THAN THEY, 
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CONFIDENT THAT THEIR HEAVY WEAPONS WOULD [QP we'LL HAVE To GET 


OBLITERATE THE LIGHTLY-ARMED BISITISH, THE ‘cB 
Nazis THRUST VICIOUSLY AND "A"COMPANY oy We we 
FORCED TO FALL BACK 


= 











4S LIEUTENANT HARRY KLINE RACED, THROUGH THE GAUNTLET 


FIRE, HE FELT THAT THE FATE OF HIS WHOLE COMPANY” 
ENDED UPON HIM REACHING THE COLONEL. 
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NO MAN COULD HAVE BROKEN FIGHTING BACK THE PAIN OF HIS 
THROUGH THAT NAZI RING OF STEEL 


WOUND, HE STRUCK ACROSS- 

UNSCATHED BUT, EVEN THOUGH HE: COUNTRY TOWARDS ‘THE ENEMY 

WAS HIT, LIEUTENANT KLINE KEPT GUN POSITION~ THE COLONEL'S 
ING. 

Cae, 


OBJECTIVE. BUT IT WAS SERGEANT 



















SHAW HE MET. 


‘WHERE'S THE COLONEL, 
‘SERGEANT? THE NERRIES: 
ARE BREAKING THROUGH 
‘AND WE'VE GOT TO 

HAVE HELP/ 
























BILL SHAW EXPLAINED WHAT HAD) 
HAPPENED AND LIEUTENANT 


KLINE MADE THE DECISION... 
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THE VILLA SAN MARCO~THEY HAD SEEN 
THE Rat PLACE LOGUED BARS 








ALREADY, THE FIRST FAINT RAYS 


AEREAae TINTING THE SEY, THEN 
SHAW HEARD THE QUICK CHALLENGE 
OF ONE OF HIS MEN... 


COMMANDO! 
LIEUTENANT 
“CROCKER 
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THEIR ATTACK BLUNTED BY THE STRENGTH THIS 1S AN UNHOLY MESS, 
OF THE ENEMY OEFENCES ,"A"COMPANY GENTLEMEN. WE'LL NEVER 
HAD BEEN FORCED TO DISENGAGE AND BREAK THROUGH TO THE 
THE LITTLE GROUP JOINED. UP WITH CAPTAIN BATTERY NOW. 
PURTO! 


























OUT TOO MUCH DIFFICULTY. 


tlie od i 


mr 












THE DIFFICULT DECISION MADE, THE 
COMMANDOS ACTED ON IT AT ONCE, 
THE TASTE OF DEFEAT WAS 

BITTER IN THEIR MOUTHS. 
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Bays F 






i 


0 
gd 
ee 





THE MAIN COMMANDO FORCE WAS ALREADY PLOUGHING TOWARDS THAT 
SECTION OF SICILIAN SHORE, BLITHELY UNAWABE OF THE GUNS WHICH 
HAD NOT BEEN SILENCED. 
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THE ALLIED ARMADA SWEPT INSHORE, JUST ONE SMALL PART OF THE 
OVERALL INVASION PLAN. BUT THIS PART DID NOT GO ACCORDING TO 
THAT MASTER PLAN. 








THE ASSAULT INFANTRY CURSED AND FLOUNDERED AS THEIR CRAFT WERE 
PINPOINTED ANC SHATTERED GY TE NAZI GUN BATTERY. 





TO SPIKE THOSE 

GUNS ! THEY'VE 

FALLEN DOWN 
ON THE 
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THE COMMANDOS HAD FAILED! OTHER MEANS RAMROD LEADER TO ALL 
MUBT BE FOUND= AND QUICKLY~TO SILENCE AIRCRAFT. 











BRITIGH BOMBERS THUNDERED IN OVER TH 
BATTER HAREEO BY VIGLENT ANTIVAIRCRAFT FIRE. 
THEIR BOMBS BLANKETED THE AREA... 
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BUT THE GUNS WERE CUNNINGLY SITED, BUILT DEEP INTO BLAST- PROOF 
POSITIONS. THEI? RATE OF FUCE SCARCELY FAC: TERED... 














AND THE COMMANDOS WHO SHOULD HAVE DONE 
SEU Wire tee caus (SMES 
DEFENCE ALERT AND ON BA ora a CHANGE 
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BREAK OFF THIS ACTION AT 
ONCE / WE MUST GET TO 
OUR DEFENCE POSITIONS ~ 
THE ENGLANDERS, ARE 
LANDING f 





WITH THE SMOOTH UNFLURRIED MOTIONS OF Be 
OLD CAMPAIGNERS, THE GERMAN SPANDAU Jeo 
TEAM DIBMANTLED'THEI2 GUN AND SET OFF 

fe THEI NORMAL DEFENCE POSITIONS. 
THe LIEUTENANT TURNED TO FOLLOW:. \ 
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THEY WERE THE LAST WORDS 
THE GERMAN UTTERED. 








RANKIN He 





KIN HAS. 
TURNED TRAITOR!) 
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‘SOON, THE MAIN FORCES WERE HITTING THE BEACHES. THE GOING WAS HARD. 
MEN FOUGHT AND DIED IN THEIR EFFORTS TO BATTER A WAY INLAND AGAINST 











LATER, THAT DAY OF BATTLE, THE SURVIVORS O} 
COMPANY MET UP WITH AN INFANTRY BATTALION. 


WE'VE SEEN NO COMMANDOS 
APART FROM YOU, CAPTAIN. 
MY MEN ARE A LITTLE 
DISILLUSIONED WITH COMMANI 
WE CAME. ASHORE IN FACE OF 
HEAVY GUNFIRE... 












LOOKING FOR OUR C.O. ¥ 
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THE PREARRANGED PULL OUT AREA FOR THE COMMANDOS, 
WAS NOT AVAILABLE FOR /7 MADNOTEVEN BEEN 
CAPTURED! WEARILY, PURTON LED HIS MEN BACK 

TO THE MAIN BEAC 












TT WAG THERE THAT ALANCE: CORPORAL 


CAPTAIN JACK PURTON PUT THE 
AND TWO TROOPERS JOINED THEM. oI 


IUESTION 7) was 
TORTURING ALL THE SURVIVORS | 
OF "A" COMPANY. 

WHERE IS COLONEL RANKIN 
WHAT HAPPENEO: TO THE * 
COLONEL _WHEN YOU 

WERE OVERRUN 7 










v 
ARE LEFTOF 
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‘SLOW LOOKG OF AMAZEME! 
HAD NOT GONE BACK TO THI 


TRAITOR AS THAT GERMAN 7, 
OFFICER SAID... 


EA 









HAT HAD CREPT INTO ALL THEIR MINDS. 


T DON'T BELIEVE WHAT THAT “fae 
4 NAZI SAID /COLONEL RANKIN g 
cK AND 





A 
E WAS SERGEANT SHAW WHO TRIED TO DISPEL THE DOUBTS 
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THE FINAL ACT OP THIS PHASE OF THE TRAGEDY WAS PLAVED OUT BY 
AN INFANTRY PATROL, PROBING TOWARDS THE VILLA SAN MARCO... 











PRIVATE STONE HAD GOOD ‘SHOT IN 
REASON TO BE EXCITED... THE BACKS 
" ALL OF THEM, 
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THE NEWS FILTERED THROUGH 10 THE COMMANDO. 
Seedeant sta FelTA STAB OF CORKOW AT 
THE LOSS OF GOOD COMRADES , OF CORPORAL 
TIM FRASER, WHO WOULD NEVER LAUGH 
AND JOKE AGAIN 
THEY'RE FINDING NONDER WH 
BACK THERE..? 








THE ANSWER 7D THAT QUESTION SEEMED LOST FOREVER. SERGEANT BILL 
SHAW SOLDIERED ON, BUT ONE THOUGHT ALWAYS REMAINED WIT! 


“THE WAR'S NEARLY 
OVER. IF I COME 
THROUGH. Z Wize GO 
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Chapter 3. Villa of Darkness 


SERGEANT SHAW HAD COME BACK~ GUT HE HAD FOUND NO MORE KNOWLEDGE 
NOR UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT HAD HAPPENS! NIGHT OF BATTLE 























Mi 
STILL ALIVE OF THOSE 
WHO WENT OFF WITH 








LIEUTENANT CROCKER HAD SERVED WITH OTHER UNITS SINCE THAT 
DISASTROUS NIGHT AND SHAW HAD NOT SEEN HIM, BUT CROCKER COULD 


MISTER CROCKER 
SCOUTED THis 
L TIM 





[0 THE 
THEN 


ETI 
JAPPENED Tt 
NEL THI 


Hi 
COLO} 
HA 


WHICH NO-ONE 
ALIVE SAW... 
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BILL SHAW'S FOOT STRUCK SOMETHING BLAZING 
HARO AND HE SPRANG DOWN. 
CURIOUSLY... 





















IN THE PASSIONATE HEAT OF HIS DISCOVERY, BILL SHAW SPOKE ALOUD. -- 
. TIM FRASER'S PATROL, 


2: / WERE MURDERED! 
NEL 


AND THE COLO! 
DISAPPEARED/ONLY 
CAME if 





TRAITOR! CROCKER 

MURDERED THEM ~ - 

AND HE MUST HAVE 
MURDER 


RED THE 
COLONEL , TOO!) 








MAYBE YOU KNOW 
BE/{ WHAT YOU'RE TALKING 
(P| ABOUT, SHAW, BUT I DON'T!] 
WHAT ARE YOU: 
DOING HERE P 


DID YOU GET OUT OF. 
IT? THE ZONCROSS P| 
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'BHAW'S FURIOUS ACCUSATION WAS: 
‘MET BY BLAND INDIFFERENCE. 
YOU'RE TALKING A if 
LOT OF RUBBISH, 

SHAW. IF I'D 

















You. 
MIGHT 
SHOOT ME. 
BUTI'DGET TO 
YOU BEFORE 
LOED~ 7D 
GET YOU, 















‘AGAIN THE COILS OF TIME UNTWINED, AGAI 
‘MEN WHO WERE DEAD THESE TWO YEARS 
PAST RETURNED TO GHOSTLY LIFE 


ZZ 


CAPTAIN CROCKER TURNED AND 
FOINTED ALONG THE LINE OF THAT 
TWO-VEAR-OLD COMMANDO ADVANCE. 
T THINK YOU WOULD, SHAW. BUT LM 
NOT GOING TO KILL YOU~AND IDIONTT, 
KILL FRASER AND HIS PATROL. 
LOOK / THERE'S THE VILLA SAN 
MARCO. WE'LL WALK ACROSS. 
THERE ARE SOME THINGS 
YOU SHOULD KNOW... 









iN 
ANY JERRIES~ ANY LIVE ONES, 
THAT IS. WE'LL GO THROUGH 
THIS PLACE AND THEN CUT 
STRAIGHT ON TO. 
CAPTAIN PURTON. 


EA 
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THE VILLA SAN MARCOS CENTRE OF fae 
ALL_THE MYSTERY OF THIS 
Baris: NIGHT. 








MOVING WITH THAT WARY PROWL 
OF TRAINED COMMANDOS, THE 
PATROL CLO: INTHE VILLA. 

res eS I 


Shy 


GERMANS THEY HAD EXPECTED, BUT HARDLY A HIGHLY-POLIGHED NAZI STAFF CAR... 








RANKIN AND CROCKER LISTENE 
THE GUTTURAL GERMAN IN FASC! 

bf ‘AND HIS MEN LISTENED ~ 
AND _UNDERGTOOD NOTHING 


CONFIDENT OF 
cor 
ILTIMATE VICTORY) 





0 mmanda 
‘THAT WAS THE MOMENT COLONEL RANKIN MADE HIS PLAY.| 


COVER THE 
HAUPTMANN, 
CROCKER. LEAVE 
THE COLONEL 
TO MEL 


wo 
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THE OBERST REMAINED RIGID BEHIND IN: 
‘THE WHEEL, BUT THE HAUPTMAN, a Hl 
A DEDICATED NAZI, MADE A MOVE.. Lert iT- 
: zi 4 sc ¥ 
—< ae 
ZA 3 


$I 
COME RUNNING, 
SPREAD OUT’ 





“THE GERMANS CAME RUNNING WITH A 
VENGEANCE | SCHMEISSER AND STEN- 
FIRE SWEPT THE DUSTY HALL 
BULLETS CRACKING AGAINST ANCIENT 
PLASTER AND WHINING OFF 
‘MARBLE COLUMNS « 


PEW VIOLENT MOMENTS, ve C st. 
DISCOVERED AND. PUT OUT: 15 SE RVAN HAD EEN 


Y cueck eVeRyWHERE 
AND EVERYTHING / 




















COLONEL RANKIN CRASHED A BOOTED FOOT AGAINST THE SHATTERED DOOR ~ 
AND CROCKER DID THI 5 


WER! 
WATTING 
FoR us/ 











LIEUTENANT LANCE CROCKER 

FOLLOWED HIS. LUP ON TO 

THE STAGE AND TOGETHER THEY 
D DOWN INTO. 
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TREASURES TREASURE COLLECTED. THE GLITTER OF THE GOLD AND PRECIOUS 
BY A NAZI GENERAL FROM LOOTED: JEWELS WAS REFLECTED IN THE EVES: 
FRENCH NORTH AFRICA AND OF COLONEL RANKIN, A MAN SORN IN 
PROBABLY FROM ITALIAN POVERTY. EVEN IN THE ARMY, HE HAD 


CHURCHES ; TOO. THE 5.5, WERE GAINED RANK AND REPUTATION~ 
NO RESPECTERS OF PERSONS BUT NEVER WEALTH. 





WELL, WELL! 
“THE USUAL 
NAZI LOOT! 
RF suis'ut Take 
Y SOME SORTING 
‘OUT AND. 
RETURNING 
To 1S 
RIGHTFUL 
OWNERS. 








SUDDENLY, CROCKER SENSED THE TENSION K 
IN HIS COMMANDING OFFICER 


WS 
covonet! 


WHAT IS, 
IT, Sie! 


weattH! 


UNTOLD WEALTH! , 
} \J ALL_DOWN THERE, 
WW THAT HOLE 
~FOR THE AA 
C\e@ ER 


THE WORDS OF COLONEL RANKIN WERE WHISPERED, 
THOUGH HE BUT BREATHED HIS INNERMOST THOUGi 








THE SIGHT OF THE TREASURE HAD DISTRACTED. "| 
THE COMMANDOS! ATTENTION FOR A BRIEF MOMENT... 








BUT, IN THE MIDST OF THE INSTANTANEOUS VIOLENT EXCHANGE OF FIRE, RANKIN 
JAINED ON Hi KNEES, AS IF MESMERISED BY THE SIGHT OF THE LOOT. 


. 
at ‘ieee 
y AT LASTS. 


ta 
nue! UKE. 











NEL RANKIN FLUNG THE 


CROCKER STARED COVERTLY AT RANKIN, 
©} HANGED.... LIEUTENANT A PITILESS 


COLO 
THE COLONEL HAD Cc Nazi 
: . GLAN 





SiR? WE MUST PUSI 
ON TO THE BATTERY. 
WHAT 





‘ABOUT THIS, 
JERRY OFFICER ? 
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Sa Ne | 
INDECISION TORE AT THE LIEUTENANT 
AS He WATCHED THE TWO MEN 
LEAVE THE MACABRE THEATRE. 
TLL 





Lost Commando 


HE WAS ROLLING THE PONDEROUS SLAB THE RIPPLING BURGT OF FIRE 
ROSS THE STAGE, WHE! CUT OFF EVEN AS CROCKER 
CN RACED OUTSIDE. 


FURTIVE MOVEMENT AMONG 
CAUGHT CROCKER'S EY 
THAT'S THE 
JERRY LEUTNANT! 
COME BACKS 


sail 


rey 4 
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CROCKER CHASED THE FLEEING NAZI UNTIL HE LOST HIM IN THE DIM LIGHT. THEN, 
RELUCTANTLY, HE RETRACED His STEPS. 








SERGEANT SHAW 
AND His PATROL / 
T CAN'T SAY 









BUT HE DIDN'T/ HOW. 
DOT KNOW YOU DIDN'T 
MURDER HIM AND 
COME BACK FOR THE 
TREASURE ~/F THERE 13 
MANY TREASURE 7 
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LANCE CROCKER SMILED A TWISTED SMILE. HE, TOO, HAD FELT THE GRIEF AND 
[O TOTAL DISHONOU! 


YOU'LL SOON 
SEE IF THERE WAS 
ANY TREASURE, 


Be ke 


4 \S 


NS 


SLOWLY, IHE GREAT SLAB MOVED AND PONDEROUSLY SLID TO ONE SID 
LIGHT STABBED COWN INTO THE DARK AND DUSTY RECESSES BELOW. 
HURON 
i 
if is ii. 
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DARK SUSPICIONS 0 you say!” 
FORMED AGAIN IN THERE NEVER 
SHAW'S MIND... 





YOUR OWN 
FAILURE / 
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THE GRUESOME SIGHT DID NOT DAUNT. 
THE TWO COMMANDOS. 
WORSE. THEN Ci 






FABULOUS 
TREASURE / 


THE COLONEL WAS A GREAT 
SOLDIER, SHAW~ BUT HE WAS 
ALSO A MAN WITH ALLAN 
ORDINARY MAN'S FAULTS. WHO. 

CAN CONDEMN HIM FOR CRAVING 

WEALTH WHEN HE ALWAYS 
HAD NOTHING ? 


ON"THAT NIGHT OF BATTLE, COLONEL RANKIN HAD RETURNED FOR HIS WEALTH, 
AND ‘THE GREAT STONE SLAB THAT CROCKER HAD POISED MUST HAVE MOVED 
AND FALLEN, SHUTTING HIM INTO EVERLASTING DARKNESS. OF AMO HE 


BEEN AMBUSHED THERE P 


"THE REPUTATION OF A COMMANDO LEADER WHO HAD BECOME A LEGEND 
HAD VANISHED AS SURELY AS THE TREASURE OF SAN MARCO WHICH HE 
HAD COVETED. GOING BACK INTO THE SUNSHINE, SERGEANT BILL SHAW 
GLANCED AT LANCE CROCKER~ AND WONDERED. .- 


Prtoted 9 Bngland by Men 
Fieeoway House, 








ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS... ACTION...DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No. 237—OVER THE TOP No. 239—LAST MAN, LAST ROUND 





Ten men in a last-ditch stand. Who 
could guess at the strange results of 


They drove a spearhead deep into 
enemy lines—and then the trap was 





sprung... such deathless courage? 
ALSO ON SALE NOW :— 
No. 238—OUTCAST PLATOON 


Next month's FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY issues, on sale 
4th May are :— 


No. 240—LAST CHARGE No, 242—THE SECRET ENEMY 
No, 241—SURRENDER—OR DIE! No. 243—TROUBLE SQUAD 





GIANT STAMP COLLECTION 


TRAFEA3 OBI a 
ee MONGOLIA 
aS eee ed 



















Fabulous bargain offer includes many superb sets of unusual 
stamps : TOGO Stamp Centenary set of 3 (Show rare old 
German Colonial stamps!) MONGOLIA Stupendous 
Rocket set of 2. RUSSIA scarce 1944 Allied Flags (Value 
3/-). ALBANIA old imperforate set of 2. GT. BRITAIN 
1936 Edward Vill set of 3; 1937 Coronation. CHILE mint 
airmail set_ of 3. UPPER VOLTA—diamond shape 
CAMEROONS Telstar, Dozens of other fascinating stamps 
from all over the world. Grand total of 120 all different (worth 
8/6 plus) all yours for only I/~ to introduce our bargain approvals. 
(Approvals are the most interesting and economical way to 
build a collection Selections of stamps are sent to you for 10 
days free inspection. Buy what you want, return the rest.) 
SEND COUPON WITH i - TODAY OR WRITE ASKING FOR LOT P. 32 





BROADWAY LT ENCLOSE 1 -. RUSH ME 120 different stamps. Send » 


selection of Bargain Approvals for free examination. 


APPROVALS [Rete cabernet was P 


ADDRESS 





50. DENMARK HILL, 
LONDON.S.E.5. 


. Lot No. P32 
sexe ee oe ee ces oll 





